SB 160

Health Insurance For All Alaskans
Senators French, Ellis and Wielechowski

Legislation Summary

Senate Bill 160 is an innovative, market based solu-
tion to the national health care crisis in Alaska. It is
not socialized medicine. By maximizing consumer
choice and creating a health insurance clearing-
house, this legislation guarantees affordable quality
health coverage for all legal Alaskan residents.

Many working Alaskans cannot acquire insurance
because the cost of coverage places a plan out of
reach. While all Alaskans have legal ‘access’ to in-
surance products, those who cannot afford the full
cost must hedge their bets on good health. Alaska’s
unique economy adds additional challenges: sea-
sonal employees, for instance, find themselves out-
side the traditional ‘group’ market, lacking an easy
route to maintain continuous, portable coverage.
And with the amount of uncompensated care rising,
the pressure on individuals and businesses who do
buy coverage will only increase, because unpaid
hospital bills are essentially transferred to those who
pay for services. SB 160 will reduce uncompensated
care and ensure that all Alaskans have meaningful
access to health coverage, regardless of job type.

The solution requires that all Alaskans participate.
While individuals will have the responsibility to ac-
quire coverage under the bill, the state will guarantee
that a quality insurance product will be affordable.
Sliding scale vouchers will assist Alaskans that can-
not afford the full price of coverage on their own.
The bill allows for unique plans that cater specifi-
cally to young Alaskans. This legislation does not
assume that a one size fits all solution will work for
Alaska.

The health care ‘clearinghouse’ will give partici-
pating Alaskans choices when it comes to health
coverage, in a competitive marketplace frame-
work. It allows for unsatisfied consumers to
change insurers or plans without a loss of bene-
fits, and provides a private market solution to
rising costs. By placing the consumer in control
and providing information about comparable
products, the clearinghouse should reduce cost
increases while increasing customer satisfaction.

In short, this legislation will ensure that all Alas-
kans have access to health care in times of great
need, through an equitably financed system.
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For more information, contact Sen. French’s office:
Phone: (907) 269-0153 E-Mail: Senator Hollis French@legis.state.ak.us

www.healthyalaskans.com




