SB 160 Health Insurance For All Alaskans

Senators French, Ellis and Wielechowski

Proven Concepts - Learning From Programs That Work

While many critics of consumer centered health re-
form claim that the ideas haven’t been tested, these
critics fail to recognize several extremely successful
consumer driven programs in place today.

The first is the Federal Employees Health Benefit
program. This program provides federal employees,
retirees and their survivors with the “widest selec-
tion of health plans in the country” through a mecha-
nism much like the clearinghouse under SB 160.
The program provides information about numerous
plan providers and types, giving consumers a mean-
ingful role in choosing their health coverage. Plans
offered through the FEHB program feature no wait-
ing periods for enrollees, and all participants are
guaranteed that a plan will accept them. The health
care clearinghouse in SB 160 will provide a similar
system which can be accessed by all Alaskans.

The bi-partisan reform effort being implemented in
Massachusetts is still young, but the results thus far
are encouraging. One year after the legislation was
enacted over 200,000 previously uninsured residents
gained health coverage in Massachusetts. This effort
ensures that similar successes can be seen in Alaska,
largely through the Massachusetts inspired sliding
scale voucher system under SB 160.

Since the passage of Governor Romney’s health re-
form effort, consumer choice has drastically in-

creased while uncompensated care has decreased in
the state of Massachusetts. Over 44 different types

of plans are available in the Massachusetts Con-
nector, which, when compared to the standard
employer offering of only one plan type, repre-
sents a large improvement of choice for residents
of the state. Furthermore, uncompensated care
has decreased by almost 13% in the state during
the first year, even though the plan was just be-
ing implemented during that time. When every-
one has coverage further declines should be seen.

By no means is this to say that a silver bullet ex-
ists, but, so far, the results of both programs are
encouraging. This legislation builds an Alaskan
version of health reform practices like these that
are working in different parts of the country.

Learn about these successful programs online

Federal Employee Health Benefits Program:
http://www.opm.gov/insure/health/

Massachusetts Commonwealth Connector:
http://www.mahealthconnector.org/
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