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SB 160 

The voucher system in this legislation promotes con-

sumer choice for all Alaskans.  Two types of vouch-

ers will be issued under the bill.  The first type puts 

the price of insurance within the reach of all Alas-

kans by providing assistance, on a sliding scale, to 

those who cannot afford the full cost of a plan.  The 

funding for these vouchers would come from the 

levy charged to non-providing employers, as well as 

from state and federal contributions.  Without slid-

ing scale vouchers the individual responsibility com-

ponent of the legislation wouldn’t be meaningful, 

because insurance is priced out of reach for many 

working Alaskans. 

The second type of voucher is issued to specified 

individuals, who have had contributions made on 

their behalf by an employer or another individual, 

for use on health insurance products.  These vouch-

ers create a convenient way for employers to pool 

health contributions for an individual, whether they 

have one or many jobs.  In particular, specified 

beneficiary vouchers are particularly appealing for 

individuals with multiple jobs, because it helps mul-

tiple employers share the cost of coverage.  The sys-

tem also gives businesses some certainty of their 

health expenditures in a given year, since 

expenses can be defined by contribution 

level and not by benefit package.  The choice 

of plan type is left to the individual, for the 

obvious reason that he or she is most affected 

by the selection. 

Contributions to specified beneficiary vouch-

ers will not be mandated; instead, that ele-

ment of the bill promotes equitable financing 

of health coverage by making it easier than 

ever for employers to contribute to the health 

and well being of their employers. 

Voucher System Ensures Affordability, Access 

Health Insurance For All Alaskans 

Senators French, Ellis and Wielechowski 
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Affordability provides 

true access 

Under current Alaska law any small busi-

ness can buy private coverage, and every 

individual can buy an insurance plan, ei-

ther through the private market or 

ACHIA (the state high risk pool).  How-

ever, claiming that this equals access to 

health insurance is simply false.  Access 

to health care must be more than just the 

legal right to buy a policy; it should en-

sure that all Alaskans have coverage in 

times of need.  SB 160 mandates true ac-

cess to health care through a unique 

voucher system that makes coverage af-

fordable for all Alaskans. 

 Alaskans spent $5.3 billion on 

health care in 2005, a 230% 

increase from 1991. 
         - ISER 


